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Ride On In For A Fun Filled Evening With Gary McMahan  

 A new entertainer is headed for Fort Chadbourne this year.  
Gary McMahan will join us for a fun filled evening.  Gary 
bills himself as a walking page of American history.  For 
three decades he has written and performed his songs and 
poems, while adding a touch of  Western humor.  Heõs won 
the National Cowboy Hall of Fameõs òWrangler Awardó, 
has been featured at the òNational Cowboy Poetry Gath-
eringó eight times, and in 1991 won the Western Music 
Associationõs coveted òNational Champion Yodeleró 
title.  Gary is a native of Greeley, Colorado, and for years he 
worked on, managed, owned, and operated horses and cow 
outfits in the Rockies.  He rodeoed for eight years, and has 

many honors in the rodeo arena.  An evening with Gary is a well-timed mixture of all of his 
talents.  He scatters funny songs, poems, barn-burning yodels, and hilarious stories throughout 
his performance.  His show offers tons of variety for everyone. They are down home, clean, 
fast-paced, awesomely entertaining and gut busting funny!  The evening includes a steak din-
ner, live and silent auctions, and of course the Gary McMahan Show.  Tickets are $100.00 per 
person, and all proceeds benefit the Fort Chadbourne Foundation. So put on your denim, dia-
monds, and bandanas, and join us for a western evening under the stars! For more information 
or tickets, please call 325-743-2555 or visit our website at www.fortchadbourne.org.    

DATEõS TO REMEMBER 

 Fort Chadbourne  

Fundraiser 

September 19, 2009 

é 

Fort Chadbourne Days 

Living History Event 

May 1, 2010 

As most of you know at last years fundraiser our dreams came 
true with the presentation of a one million dollar gift presented 
by Joy and Charles Blake.  On behalf of their neighbor and 
close friend Roberta Cole Johnson, the Blakeõs were asked to 
oversee her estate, and they chose us as one of the benefactors.  
A few months later, Joy and Charles added $500,000.00 dollars 
to that total in the form of stock, so that we would be able to 
build a 10,000 square foot Visitorõs Center to hold all the tre-
mendous artifacts we have discovered at Fort Chadbourne dur-
ing its renovation.  The wonderful thing about that story is the 
Blakeõs have worked long and hard in the trenches with us doing 
the excavations on many of the buildings, and found many of 
the artifacts that will be on display in the new center. On top of 
that they have always been gracious to assist us during the Fort Chadbourne Days Living His-
tory Events.  The Concho Valley Archeology Society first brought Joy and Charles our way as 
members of that group. They told us it was sharing in the dream, and seeing the accomplish-
ments that we have achieved in the past 10 years as we have strived to bring this historic old 
Fort back to life that influenced their decision.  They were also beneficial in matching the 
Butterfield Stage Stop funds in the amount of $125,000.00.  The Butterfield Stage Stop will be 
very near completion at the time of our Fundraiser in September.  In November of this year 
we will break ground on the new Fort Chadbourne Visitorõs Center in honor of Roberta 
Cole Johnson.  There is more details on the back concerning this new complex.  We so ap-
preciate Joy and Charles, not just for their gift of money, but for their faith in what we have 
done and will do in the future.  We hope that our new Visitorõs Center honoring their dear 
friend Roberta will be everything they imagined it to be.  

  Fort Chadbourne New Visitorõs Center 

Fort Chadbourne Foundation 
651 Fort Chadbourne Road 

Bronte, TX  76933 
325-743-2555 

Email: fortchad@taylortel.com 
www.fortchadbourne.org 

Memorial Donations 

Memorial donations may be made 
through the Fort Chadbourne Founda-
tion.  An acknowledgement is sent 
with name and address of donor.  Also 
please ask about our memorial brick 
program.  A unique way to honor a 
loved one or beloved pet.  All gifts are 
tax deductible. Fort Chadbourne is a 
501(c)3 non-profit organization. 
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Above is a rendition of the new 10,000 square foot  Visitorõs Center that will be 
built at Fort Chadbourne.  Besides housing all the interesting and unique artifacts 
found at the Fort, it will have a large walk through vault where a unique gun col-
lection will be on display, and old restored western bar from the 1800õs Zappieõs 
Bar in Ballinger, donated by Elaine & Wade Clifton. There will be a section 
depicting the ranching times and fence cutting wars, along with an area set aside for 
rotating interesting displays of things that might not necessarily be associated with 
the Fortõs time period.  It will also house a small theater for viewing the history of 
the Fort and other information.  A library will be housed  in the building, with all 
our wonderful books and data collection  available for research for schools and uni-
versities.  Our new offices will also be under the same roof, along with a gift shop 
and restrooms.  Exiting through the back, which will overlook the Fort grounds 
will bring you into a courtyard with many outside displays such as an Eclipse Wind-
mill.  There it will be just a short stroll to the Butterfield Stage Stop and other Fort 
buildings.  New walking trails will be added, with the removal of the asphalt road 
through the parade grounds.  Completion date is tentatively late 2011.  

In March 2008 an archeological excavation was 
completed on the Butterfield Stage Stop. 
In October of the same year reconstruction 
was begun. This building will house our stage-
coach, buggies of the time period; along with 
artifacts that were recovered during the exca-
vation and other information relating to travel across the frontier in the 1850õs. 
We will proudly be the only restored Butterfield Stage Stop in Texas, so please  
stop by and see our newest restoration at Fort Chadbourne. 

In June of this year Lana & Garland Rich-
ards attended the district NRA Foun-
dation banquet in Brady.  Presented to 
them was a check in the amount of  
$2,096.00 for a grant that helped pay for 
hearing protectors and bullets used dur-
ing Fort Chadbourne Days.  All the area 
school kids benefit from this fun event, 
and enjoy the challenge of getting to 
shoot an old Sharpõs rifle and hear the 
ping when they hit the metal life size 
buffalo target.  We thank the NRA 
Foundation for their sponsorship of 
Fort Chadbourne.  Much appreciation 
goes out to Jack Cannon our district 
NRA representative for his help in the 
Fort Chadbourne Foundation receiving 
this grant.  

 NRA GRANT AWARDED 

Fort Chadbourne Visitorõs Center 

There is always ongoing activities taking place at the Fort. In March of this year our 
retired military group the SMARTS joined the Concho Valley Archeological 
Society in partial excavation of the hospital.  We felt it was a very important part 
of the historical story at this Fort to answer some lingering questions concerning 
this building.  Larry Riemenschneider of the CVAS who oversees our excava-
tions said this was  very unique to find a cellar within the walls of the hospital.  We 
discovered it as large rocks were uncovered deeper under the surface which con-
tained plaster and graffiti.  Our assumption is that on the militaryõs return in 1867 
to reopen the Post, the roof of the cellar had rotted and caved in, and the large 
rock was used as a filler.  The rock could possibly be from a double officerõ s quar-
ters that most likely collapsed in Fort times. Or there is also a possibility that dur-
ing the very early ranching years this cellar was located and filled in.  Either way it 
is a most unusual occurrence, and we find no mention of it on any of the military 
era inspection reports. ññññ> 

Hospital Excavation ... 

Cellar Discovered in Hospital 

The Fort Chadbourne Foundation doors 
are always open free of charge to any individual 
�R�U�� �W�R�X�U�� �J�U�R�X�S���� �� �,�W�·�V�� �\�R�X�U�� �J�H�Q�H�U�R�V�L�W�\�� �L�Q�� �� �G�R�Q�D��
tions that allow us to do this.  Even with the 
�Q�H�Z���9�L�V�L�W�R�U�·�V���&�H�Q�W�H�U���R�X�U���J�R�D�O���L�V���W�R���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���W�K�L�V��
procedure.  This has been an exceptional year 
for us; $200,000.00 was placed in our endow-
ment fund, half by a Private Foundation, and 
half by an individual donation. We feel hon-
ored and proud because none of this money was 
solicited.  It was given to us because of our past 
achievements and the faith these people  place 
in our future.  We truly appreciate each of you, 
and thank you for your continued support.   

~Butterfield Stage Stop Nears Completion~ *** Our Many Thanks... 

In Honor of Roberta Cole Johnson 


